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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE : February 1, 2008  

 
“The Big Gamble:”  March 11 symposium to examine 
effects, coverage of gambling in New England 
 
HAMDEN, Conn. – Public officials, journalists, researchers and a top industry executive will 
assess the impact and reporting of casino gambling on New England -- the experience in 
Connecticut and the promise in Massachusetts -- during a free, public symposium  next month 
(March 11) hosted by Quinnipiac University. 
  
"The Big Gamble: The Costs, Benefits and Coverage of Casinos," is being co-presented by the 
New England News Forum at the University of Massachusetts and the School of 
Communications at Quinnipiac. The event will run from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m. on Tuesday, March 11 
in the Mancheski Executive Seminar Room at the Lender School of Business Center, and will be 
preceded by a reception and movie screening on the campus.  
 
The decision by Massachusetts Gov. Deval Patrick to push for his state to issue three casino 
gambling licenses to private operators raises key questions for New England media and citizens. 
 
The first panel will address the business, government and social impacts of casinos and will be 
moderated by William "Liam" O'Brien, a media-production professor at Quinnipiac University 
who produced a film on gambling for the Connecticut Council on Problem Gambling.  
Participants will  include (in alphabetical order):   
 
! Richard Blumenthal, Connecticut attorney general, former federal prosecutor, legislator, who has 

focused on consumer protection, environmental stewardship, labor rights and personal privacy. 
 
! Barry J. Cregan, interim president of the Foxwoods casino in southeastern Connecticut, 

owned by the Mashantucket Pequot Tribal Nation. Cregan is a hotel and gaming-
industry veteran who has managed resorts and hotels in New York, Puerto Rico, Florida 
and Atlantic City, N.J. 

 
! Dan O'Connell,  Massachusetts secretary of economic development, and the prime 

proponent of Massachusetts Gov. Duval Patrick’s propose to license three casinos in the 
Bay State. O’Connell is an attorney and former real-estate developer and a graduate of 
Harvard College and Harvard Law School. 

 
! Rachel A. Volberg, Ph.D., of Gemini Associates, Northampton, Mass. An adjunct professor 

at the UMass Dept. of Public Health, Dr. Volberg is one of the nation's leading 
researchers on the social effects of legalized gambling. 

 
The second 30-minute panel will cover the challenge of reporting on the news and effects of 
casinos in Connecticut. Guiding the discussion will be UMass journalism instructor Stephen J. 
Simurda, who has written extensively in the Columbia Journalism Review and elsewhere about 
legalized gambling. He is former associate director of the former U.S. Gambling Research 
Institute, which focused on the social and economic effects of the industry on communities.  
Participants will include (in alphabetical order):  
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! Maura J. Casey, editorial writer for the New York Times. Casey, who formerly was at The 

Day, of New London, Conn., has written editorials on New England issues for more than 
two decades. She spent six months examining the gambling industry under a Pulliam 
Fellowship while at The Day.  

 
! David Collins, editorial columnist at The Day, in New London, Conn.  A graduate of 

Connecticut College, he began covering the Mashantucket Pequot Tribal Nation for The 
Day  just before the tribe opened the first phase of its Foxwoods casino in 1992.  

 
! Gale Corey Toensing, staff reporter, Indian Country Today. A Canaan, Conn., resident, 

Toensing covers New England for one of the nation's leading Native American news 
sources, published by the Oneida Nation of New York. She was formerly a correspondent 
for the Waterbury Republican-American and a free-lance writer, designer and editor. 

 
REGISTER FOR RECEPTION  
 
The free event will be preceded at 6 p.m. by a hor d'oeuvres reception for participants and 
audience members. To register for the pre-event reception, and make an optional contribution 
to the news forum, go to http://www.newenglandnews.org/?q=gambling  
 
VIDEO SCREENING  
 
O’Brien’s 35-minute docu-drama, “21,” produced in high-definition video with a $25,000 grant 
from the Connecticut Council on Problem Gambling, was shot by students with the cooperation 
of a Connecticut casino. It follows the experience of student gamblers. It will be screened 
immediately prior to the March 11 symposium at a campus location and time to be determined. 
Check the New England News Forum website for details.   
 
"The Big Gamble: The Costs, Benefits and Coverage of Casinos," is the first event in Connecticut 
organized by the New England News Forum. The forum, based at the University of 
Massachusetts-Amherst, received a two-year grant from the John S. and James L. Knight 
Foundation last year to experiment with new forms of citizen-media accountability and dialog. 
 
CONTACTS: 
 
Bill Densmore, Executive Director 
The New England News Forum 
108 Bartlett Hall 
University of Massachusetts 
Amherst MA 01003 413-577-4370 / CELL: 413-458-8001 
bdensmore@newenglandnews.org   
http://www.newenglandnews.org    
 
Rick Hancock 
Assistant Dean 
School of Communications 
275 Mount Carmel Ave. 
Hamden CT 06518-1908 
203-582-8501 
rick.hancock@quinnipiac.edu  
http://www.quinnipiac.edu  
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